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THE LAHORE “COP21 – PARIS CLIMATE 2015” FORUM 

October 6th & 7th 2015 

CONCEPT NOTE 

 

I. RATIONALE 

A. HISTORY 

For almost 50 years, Climate Change has become a worldwide matter: 

1972: The Stockholm conference “considered the need for a common outlook and for common 

principles to inspire and guide the peoples of the world in the preservation and enhancement of the 

human environment”. 

1979: The first World Climate Conference (WCC) took place in Geneva. 

1985: The Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer is often called a framework 

convention, because it served as a framework for efforts to protect the globe’s ozone layer. The 

Vienna Convention was adopted in 1985 and entered into force on 22 Sep 1988. In 2009, the Vienna 

Convention became the first Convention of any kind to achieve universal ratification. 

1987: Following the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, the Montreal Protocol 

on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was designed to reduce the production and 

consumption of ozone depleting substances in order to reduce their abundance in the atmosphere, 

and thereby protect the earth’s fragile ozone Layer. The original Montreal Protocol was agreed on 16 

September 1987 and entered into force on 1 January 1989. 

1992: During the 1st Earth Summit which took place in Rio de Janeiro, the United Nations Conference 

on Environment and Development (UNCED), several framework documents were issued: 

 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 
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 Agenda 21 

 Forest Principles 

Moreover, important legally binding agreements were opened for signature: 

 Convention on Biological Diversity (Signed by Pakistan in 05-06-1992--and ratified in 

06-07-1994) 

 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC, Signed by 

Pakistan in 13-06-1992 and ratified in 30-08-1994) 

 United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (Ratified by Pakistan in 24-02-

1997) 

1994: UNFCCC entered into force on 21 March 1994 and took effect. It borrowed a very important 

line from one of the most successful multilateral environmental treaties in history (the Montreal 

Protocol, in 1987): it bound member states to act in the interests of human safety even in the face of 

scientific uncertainty. 

1995: The COP1, the first Conference of parties of the UNFCCC took place in Berlin aiming to 

implement the UNFCCC and to set up its governance. 

1997: The COP3 in Kyoto, Japan, adopted the Kyoto Protocol on 11 December 1997. Due to a 

complex ratification process, it entered into force on 16 February 2005. 

In short, the Kyoto Protocol is what “operationalizes” the Convention. It commits industrialized 

countries to stabilize greenhouse gas emissions based on the principles of the Convention. The 

Convention itself only encourages countries to do so. 

2005: Entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol took place in Montreal.  

2011: COOP 17 took place in Durban (South Africa), the main outcome was to adopt a universal legal 

agreement on climate change as soon as possible, and no later than 2015. The President of COP17 

Maite Nkoana-Mashabane said: "What we have achieved in Durban will play a central role in saving 

tomorrow, today."  

2012: The Doha COP18 reached an agreement to extend the life of the Kyoto Protocol, which had to 

expire at the end of 2012, until 2020, and that a successor to the Protocol was set to be developed 

by 2015 and implemented by 2020. 

2015: Dubai will be hosting the 27th Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, the main goal 

of this meeting would be to link Montreal Protocol with Kyoto Protocol considering that HFC 

(hydrofluorocarbon) substitute to HCFC (Hydrochlorofluorocarbon) 

2015: France will be hosting the international conference on Climate Change, the 21st edition of the 

Conference of Parties (COP21), which will take place in Paris from November 30th to December 11th., 

a crucial COP as It needs to achieve a new international agreement on climate. 

For mitigation and adaptation concepts IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) 

definitions have been chosen as the relevant one: 
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Mitigation: An anthropogenic intervention to reduce the anthropogenic forcing of the climate 

system; it includes strategies to reduce greenhouse gas sources and emissions and enhancing 

greenhouse gas sinks. 

Adaptation: Adjustment in natural or human systems in response to actual or expected climatic 

stimuli or their effects, which moderates harm or exploits beneficial opportunities. Various types of 

adaptation can be distinguished, including anticipatory, autonomous and planned adaptation. 

B. BACKGROUND: 

Pakistan is far to be on the top of countries issuers of greenhouse gases, it is only at the 27th rank if 

we consider the total CO2 emission or equivalent, and at the 127th rank if we consider it per capita. 

Yet this position might change if Pakistan changes its energy strategy in the coming years by choosing 

charcoal as its main energy resource instead of non-fossil energy, among others. 

On the other hand and since, Pakistan is one of countries most affected by climate change. It is rated 

as the 3d most vulnerable country to climate change in 2012, facing major climate issues: giant 

floods, persisting droughts, precipitation and temperature augmentation and glacier melting. These 

disasters create huge costs, financial, social and structural one, that considerably limit Pakistan to 

develop in other crucial sectors. 

C. COP21 - PARIS CLIMATE 2015 (NOVEMBER 30TH – DECEMBER 10TH 2015) 

In 2015, France will be hosting and presiding the 21st Session of the Conference of the Parties to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21/CMP11), otherwise known as 

“Paris 2015” from November 30th to December 10th. 

COP21 will be a crucial conference, as it needs to achieve a new international agreement on the 

climate, applicable to all countries, with the aim of keeping global warming below 2°C. France will be 

playing a leading international role to ensure points of view converge and to facilitate the search for 

consensus by the United Nations, as well as within the European Union, which has a major role in 

climate negotiations. 

The COP21, will be held on the Paris-Le Bourget site, bringing together around 40,000 participants in 

total - delegates representing each country, observers, and civil society members, with an 

approximate 180 M € budget. It is the largest diplomatic event ever hosted by France and one of the 

largest climate conferences ever organized.  

France has two major responsibilities: 

 As the host country, France will need to provide the participants with the best possible 

working environment, transport and accommodation. 

 As the holder of the Conference presidency, France will need to facilitate discussions 

between countries and ensure the negotiations are transparent and inclusive. 

France is working with its partners on four components: 

1. Negotiation of a universal, legally binding agreement ; 
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2. Submission by all countries of their INDC (intended Nationally Determined 

Contribution) at the earliest stage  ; 

 

3. Strengthening of the multi-partner initiatives of the Action Agenda, in French 

“Solutions Agenda” (which includes NGO, civil society,  private sector, local 

authorities). We see this conference from on a solution-sharing rather than a 

burden-sharing point of view; 

 

4. The financial component, which should enable funding of the transition towards 

low-carbon economies. 

D. THE “AGENDA OF SOLUTIONS” 

The “Agenda of Solutions” represents the initiatives aimed at supplementing the international 

agreement expected in Paris, bringing together governments and non-State players to support and 

amplify the commitments of countries in reducing their greenhouse gas emissions, mitigating and/or 

adapting to the impacts of climate disruption and funding those efforts. 

Our aim is that COP21 should not be a conference of constraints. It should be a conference of 

solutions. The problem is there, it is serious and it is a threat to the planet. But solutions are at hand 

to help us cope with it and which will bring development, jobs and comfort. 

The “Agenda of Solutions” is: 

 an approach to the climate challenge from the solution-sharing rather than burden-sharing 

standpoint; 

 a set of tangible initiatives and a demonstration of what is feasible by pioneers, encouraging 

all stakeholders to take action, share best practices and knowledge around low-carbon 

solutions, and contribute to the resilience of economies and the development of structuring 

projects. 

The New York Summit was an opportunity for a first consolidated presentation of this “Agenda of 

Solutions”. Some 30 initiatives, grouped around fields of action, were presented in different key 

sectors to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (including finances, cities, energy, forests, transport and 

agriculture 

France is expecting a large participation not only of governments but also of the civil societies and 

the private companies worldwide. 

E. THE EMBASSY OF FRANCE IN PAKISTAN 

The Embassy of France in Pakistan is part of the largest diplomatic network worldwide with 163 

embassies and 16 permanent missions, closely link to a larger educative and cultural network 494 

schools and high schools, 99 French Institutes, 27 research institutes, about 400 Alliances. All are 

aiming to promote the COP21 - Paris 2015. 
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In Pakistan, to promote COP21 Paris Climate 2015, France will be organizing debates and conferences 

in partnership with international organizations, local think tanks, NGOs, and authorities at the 

Federal or the provincial level. The purpose of these actions will be: 

1) to sensitize the Pakistani citizens and especially the groups targeted by the “Positive Agenda” 

or Agenda of solutions of Paris Climate 2015 to the necessity of raising the climate change 

question at a regional and international level: The civil society, including think tanks and 

NGOs, the local authorities and the private sector. 

2) to create a momentum within the different governmental bodies (federal and provincial) in 

charge of climate change, disaster management and mitigation, the Pakistani civil society, 

the private sector and the stakeholders (UN agencies, Development partners and donors). 

 

TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS ANNOUNCING COP21 IN PAKISTAN 

 

Date Event Location 

March 27th 
During the « Conference on Water and Sustainable Development » for the 
celebration of the World Water Day 2015, presentation of the challenge of COP21/Paris 
Climate 2015. 

Planning Commission, 
Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

April 14th to 
15th 

Planetary Debate - Worl Wide Views – 10,000 world citizens express their views on 
climate change issues 
Training in Paris of 2 SDPI experts in charge of this debate 

France, Paris 

April 17th 

Sponsored and organized by Embassy of Kingdom of Belgium, lecture given by Dr. 
Jean-Pascal van Ypersele, vice-président of  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) on scientific aspect and challenges of Climate Change in the frame 
of COP21. Dr. van Ypersele is also candidate to the presidency of IPCC. 

Marriott Hotel, Islamabad, 
with SDPI 

May 19th to 
22nd 

Lectures on Climate Change issues given by Dr. Alain Gioda, French scholar and 
specialist on Climate Change, in order to sensitize the students. 

Faisalabad, Islamabad 

May (end of) 
Meetings of Mr Gioda with Pakistani NGO and  think tanks working in the field of 
Climate Change 

Islamabad, Embassy of 
France 

June 6th  

Planetary Debate - Worl Wide Views – 10,000 world citizens express their views on 
climate change issues – 100 Pakistani citizens will be gathered and asked to 
answer specific questions. 
Their views will be published at the time of the COP21. 

Islamabad, COMSATS with 
SDPI 

June 17th European Climate Diplomacy Day (events TBC) Islamabad 

May to 
November 

Media workshops in partnership with UNIC Provinces 

July 14th Bastille Day – Highlighting  of COP21 and Green Energies valorization Islamabad 

October Lecture given by Mr. Dominique Reynaud on glaciology, to Pakistan and South Islamabad, SDPI 
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Asian researchers 

September 
Joint press conference with UNIC to announce the COP 21/ Paris Climat 2015 
(visio conference with New York and Paris). 

Islamabad  

September Media workshop (linked with UNIC) Karachi 

October 

Grand Forum COP 21 / Paris Climate 2015; participation of IPCC expert from group 

1,  M. Dominique Reynaud. 

Expected participation of Mr. Philippe Zeller, Ambassador for Climate Change 

Lahore  

October Media workshop (linked UNIC et LEAD) Quetta 

November 
5th & 6th 

Lectures about Emerging Green Economies during Lahore Superior ICMR 
(International Conference on Management Research)  

Lahore, Lahore Superior 
University 
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F. THE LAHORE COP21 – PARIS CLIMATE 2015 FORUM PROJECT 

In the framework of this preparation to COP21 – Paris Climate 2015, the Lahore Forum appears as a necessary 

step before Paris: 

- The strong impacts of Climate Change in Pakistan illustrated by the giant recurrent floods 

since 2010 have to be showcased and  are calling for long term and global actions and 

solutions; 

- 3 local NGOs/think tanks will be representing Pakistani civil society: LEAD, MGPO, SDPI; 

- 2 international NGOs present in Pakistan will also make Pakistani voices heard, IUCN and 

WWF; 

- The Voice of Pakistan will be echoed by its participation to the 1
st

 planetary debate, World 

Wide Views on climate and energy, managed by SDPI; 

The Lahore Forum is entitled with a “moral mandate” where the stakeholders, members of the civil society, will 

be able to express their concerns and to take actions in order to deliver a proper and responsible message in 

Paris. 

Solutions proposed in Pakistan will be part of this message delivered in Paris, and in order to highlight the spirit 

of the Agenda of Solutions in Pakistan, the Embassy of France is aiming to gather at the same table the parties 

involved in finding solutions, able to mitigate or to adapt to Climate Change impacts, during a two days Forum 

that will take place in Lahore on October 6
th

 and 7
th

 2015 (Location to be confirmed). 

By parties, we are meaning:  

- Federal government 

- local authorities at the provincial, at the district level; or at the municipality level 

- civil society i.e. academics, Think tanks and NGO 

- private sector (all size companies) 

 

a. Goals of the Lahore COP21 – Paris Climate 2015 Forum Project 

The primary and main goal of the forum is to give the occasion particularly to the civil society to 

convey a strong message and eventually solutions during the International conference, and 

tentatively to shape the outcome for Pakistan at the time of Paris Climate 2015 when the positive 

agenda / agenda des solutions will be discussed. 

Secondary goals: 

i. Highlight local solutions found and implemented in the field of mitigation or 

adaptation of climate change 

ii. Model some of the successful solutions exposed in order to duplicate them. 

b. Outcome 

At the general level, to find a suitable path of mitigation and adaptation that takes also into 
consideration the welfare of the people. 

At the sectorial level to focus on Energy, Agriculture and Urbanization which are the biggest 
challenge of Pakistan. 
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To emphasize and showcase successful experiences i.e. solutions that will be brought to the 
attention of the authorities at the provincial and at the federal level. 

Ultimately, to participate to the Solution COP21 (www.solutionscop21.org) project, that aims to 
showcase solutions during the COP21 in one of the most prestigious exhibition hall in Paris: Le 
Grand Palais”. 

c. Methodology 

The Forum will take place over 2.days and combine plenary and workshop sessions, keynote and 

expert presentations and break-out discussions. 

In view of the competing demands of limited space at the forum and the desire to ensure a 

diverse and inclusive process, the forum will be preceded by an extensive preparatory process, 

which will seek to capture representative views from all stakeholder groups and ensure they are 

reflected in the forum. 

The discussions and recommendations from the Lahore Forum will be captured in a final report, 

which will be shared among all stake holders and released to the media. 

 

d. Preparatory Process 

To guide process, a Steering Group (SG) will be formed, with representatives from the various 

stakeholder groups. The SG’s role is to advise on preparations for the forum to validate key 

perspectives to be brought to the table; and ensure success of the forum. The SG members are 

also responsible to mobilize their networks to raise awareness on climate change and the forum, 

and encourage engagement by all stakeholders throughout the process. 

To ensure the inclusion of a representative sample of perspectives/solution, the preparatory 

phase leading up to the FORUM will support facilitated dialogues among all targeted stakeholder 

groups: 

 Local authorities at the provincial, district or municipality level 

 Provincial and local assembly representative 

 Non-Governmental Organization, either national or international 

 Think Tanks 

 Academic and research institutions 

 National and local civil society organizations 

 Private sector and private sector organizations 

The majority of these preparatory stakeholder consultations should be finished by end of August 

2015. The resulting Stakeholder Analysis will be circulated to all participants ahead of forum and 

used to help frame the thematic workshops. 

To support the preparatory stakeholder consultations, guidance notes and a standardized 

feedback form will be issued. 

e. Resources 

http://www.solutionscop21.org/
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The hosts, member of the steering group will secure resources to cover the conference facilities 

and conference support package (including coffee breaks and lunches) for the duration of the 

Forum. Additional contributions will be sought to provide sponsorship for a limited number of 

participants from low income areas, as well as for representatives of national and local civil 

society and academics. Unless informed of their eligibility for sponsorship, participants are 

expected to cover the cost of their own travel to and accommodation at the venue of the Forum. 

 

G. USEFUL LINKS 

UNFCCC: http://unfccc.int/2860.php 

COP21 – French Government Website: http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/ 

Solutions for COP21 Website: http://www.solutionscop21.org/ 

NAZCA (Non-State Actor Zone for Climate Action) Portal: Showcase Your Climate Action in Support of Paris 

2015: http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/showcase-your-climate-action-in-support-of-paris-

2015/ 

And: http://climateaction.unfccc.int/  

G7 report on Climate Change risks and security: http://www.newclimateforpeace.org/ 

 

H. CONTACT 

Embassy of France in Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

Olivier HUYNH VAN, Cooperation attaché, mobile: +923028117607, email: olivier.huynh-

van@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

Nathalie DUPONT, Political Counselor, phone: +92512011405, email: nathalie.dupont@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

Martine HERLEM-HAMIDI, Counselor for cooperation and cultural affairs, email: martine.herlem-

hamidi@diplomatie.gouv.fr  
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